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1849. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 28th May. 

1. The Council have to report, that since the last Anniversary 
Meeting there have been elected 20 new members, and within the 
same period have occurred 30 vacancies, of which 16 are by death 
and 14 by resignation; of the latter, however, 7 had been given 
in in former years, but appear not to have been noticed. The 
Society consists at present of 670 members, 337 of whom are life 
compounders, 273 are nominally annual subscribers, besides 39 
honorary, and 21 corresponding members, 

2. Finance. — On balancing the accounts at the close of the 
year, the outstanding debts amounted to 345/. 3s. 8d., which ren 
dered it necessary to provide a sum sufficient to meet the defi- 
ciency. This has been done by the sale of 2781. 4s. 4d. Consols, 
and every outstanding debt has been since liquidated. The ac- 
companying balance-sheet shows that the estimates made in the 
former year have not been exceeded, but that the deficiency has 
mainly been occasioned by the falling off in the annual subscrip- 
tions. The estimates for the present year have been carefully 
prepared, and the Council cannot but regret that a small defi- 
ciency appears probable during this year. 
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3. Arrears. — The arrears of subscriptions owing to the Society 
on the 1st of January last amounted to the sum of 6367. (due 
from 63 members), of which it has been found impossible to re- 
cover, up to the present date, more than 707. Of the remainder 
the Council regret to report, that from various circumstances a 
very large proportion will probably be lost. In order, however, 
as far as possible, to limit any future increase in the number of 
defaulters, the Council have determined to recommend to the 
Society the repeal of Rule II., chapter 4, of the Regulations, and 
the adoption in its stead of one of a more stringent nature, as 
follows : — 

" So soon in every year as the Auditors shall have presented to the 
Council their Annual Report, the name of every Fellow reported by 
them to be in arrear to the Society, together with a statement of the 
arrear as reported, shall be hung up to view in one of the rooms of the 
Society ; and immediate notice of the circumstance, with an account 
of the arrear as reported, shall be forwarded to every Fellow whose 
name shall have been so hung up ; and if the arrear be not paid within 
one calendar month from the date of such notice, or within such fur- 
ther time as the Council may grant, upon special cause to them shown, 
the Council shall direct that the name of the Fellow so suspended shall 
be read from the Chair at two successive ordinary General Meetings ; 
and if the arrear shall not have been discharged before the second ordi- 
nary General Meeting, the Council shall then be empowered to remove 
the Fellow from the Society ; and the name of the Fellow, which has 
been hung up, shall not be taken down, until either the arrear shall be 
paid, or the Fellow shall be removed from the Society." 

4. Journal. — The Journal has, during the past year, been 
published with regularity, and, upon application, furnished to 
the Fellows free of charge. The Council cannot but fear that 
the diminished size of the volume of the Journal published 
during the two past years has operated most unfavourably for the 
Society, and yet with their diminished resources they could not 
take upon themselves the responsibility of sanctioning any fur- 
ther expenditure on it, having been compelled to sell out stock 
to the amount of 2781. to meet their ordinary expenses. 
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5. Royal Donation. — Of the two gold medals forming the 
donation of Her MostGracious Majesty, that called the Founder's 
Medal has been awarded to Mr. Austen Henry Layard, for his 
important contributions to Asiatic geography, published in our 
Journal ; for his interesting researches in Mesopotamia ; and for 
the valuable works in which he has recorded his discovery of the 
remains of Nineveh, and described the relics of Assyrian art. 
That called the Patron's Medal has been awarded to Baron 
Charles von Hugel, the distinguished Austrian traveller, for his 
enterprising and successful exploration of Cashmere and the sur- 
rounding countries, as communicated to the public in his work 
entitled " Kaschmir und das Reich der Siek," and also for the 
zeal and ability with which he formed those collections of plants 
and animals in Australia, as well as Upper India, which have 
enriched European museums, and particularly those of Vienna. 

6. Library. — Of the 248/. 15s. subscribed towards the Library 
Fund, 232/. 14s. have been received, of which 153/. 4s. Ad. have 
been expended, leaving a balance in hand at the banker's of 
79/. 9s. 8d. on account of the Library Fund. 

7. Accessions to Library. — The accessions to the Library dur- 
ing the past year consist of 194 books and pamphlets, 272 sheets 
of maps and charts, 8 atlases, and 1 planisphere. Many of these 
are very valuable ; and of the maps and charts 78 have been 
presented by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. The 
Government of the United States have presented to us a com- 
plete set of the charts illustrative of Captain Wilkes's exploring 
expedition, and have also sent us all the charts connected with 
the survey of their coasts yet published, and have directed that the 
name of this Society be placed on the list of those bodies to whom 
the future charts are to be forwarded as published. 

8. Grants to Travellers. — Although the Council has been un- 
able to make any large grants during the past year, they have, 
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upon application, furnished certain numbers of the Journal to 
Mr. Johnston, and various instruments to Mr. Duncan, who are 
both about to revisit the scenes of their former investigations in 
Africa. 

9. The Council have further to report, that they have care- 
fully considered several propositions laid before them during 
the past year respecting the Society's position; and that in 
consequence of the insufficiency of the annual income of the 
Society to meet the ordinary expenditure of the year, a Finance 
Committee was appointed, for the purpose of investigating the 
state of the Society's affairs and to report thereon. The 
Committee, having given their best attention to the matter, have 
made an elaborate Report, which is now before the Council 
for consideration. One important feature noticed in that 
Report is the disproportion between the number of members 
paying an annual subscription and those who have compounded, 
viz., about 210 annual members to about 340 compounders. 
This alone, independently of other important considerations, 
would go far to explain the pecuniary embarrassment of the So- 
ciety. The first step taken by the Council in consequence of this 
Report has been the appointment of a Deputation to wait on the 
First Lord of the Treasury, to represent the state of the Society's 
finances, and the urgent necessity of some support being afforded 
by Government to enable the Society to carry out the objects for 
which it had been established. 

The Deputation were very courteously received by the Prime 
Minister, and, after some discussion, were assured that the ques- 
tion should be fully considered and an early answer forwarded to 
the Society. As yet no answer has been received, and the Coun- 
cil cannot hefp drawing a favourable conclusion from this delay. 
At the same time the Council feel it to be their duty to inform 
the Society, that should they receive a favourable reply to their 
application, some considerable expense will be incurred in fitting 
up the new apartments, in removing from their present situation, 
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and in making good dilapidations in the present house. Should 
the reply, on the contrary, be unfavourable, the Council will 
probably be compelled to call a general meeting of the Society, 
to lay before it such measures as they may consider expedient 
to suggest, with the view of placing the Society on a firmer basis, 
and of devising means to raise such an income as shall be 
adequate to the wants of the Society, and the legitimate demands 
of the members. 



Balance- Sheet for the Year 1848. 
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Estimate for the Year 1849. 
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